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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 
The Nativity of Our Lord 

24 December 2021      7:00 P.M. 

 

Merry Christmas in the name of Christ the Savior!  

Since Jesus was born to save all, all are welcome! 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

Our children’s activity bags in the entryway have activities 

that can help them.  We love babies in worship too because 

our Savior welcomed them.  When babies need to cry loudly, 

the Parents’ Room (just outside our worship area) and the 

Fellowship Hall (downstairs, equipped with speakers) are 

good places for children to let it all out so the rest of the 

worshipers can focus on God’s Word.  Then come back so we 

can all worship together. 

  If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the 

service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  You may find a 

ministry card on the pew in front of you and fill it out.  God 

bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 

 
Pre-Worship Pondering: —ancient hymn 

O Lord of light, who made the stars, O Dawn, by whom we see the way, 

O Christ, Redeemer of the world, come now and listen as we pray. 
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In lowliness You came to earth to rescue us from Satan’s snares,  
O wondrous Love that healed our wounds by taking on our mortal cares. 

To pay the debt we owed for sin, Your painful cross was made the price;  

from blessed Mary’s womb You came, a victim pure for sacrifice. 

But now You reign, the King of kings, adored in highest majesty;  
Your very name is held in awe from pole to pole and sea to sea. 

Great Judge of all, on earth’s last day have pity on Your children’s plight. 

Rise up to shield us with Your grace; deliver us from Satan’s might. 

To God the Father and the Son and Holy Spirit, Three in One,  
praise, honor, might, and glory be from age to age eternally. 

 

To us a Child is Born 
Christmas through Isaiah’s Eyes 

 
Carol Hymn #11 (stanzas 1,2) 

1. “Comfort, comfort all My people; 

speak of peace,” so says our God. 

“Comfort those who sit in darkness, 

groaning from their sorrows’ load. 

Speak to all Jerusalem 

of the peace that waits for them. 

Tell them that their sins I cover, 

that their warfare now is over.” 

2. All their sins our God will pardon, 

blotting out each dark misdeed. 

All that well deserve His anger 

He no more will see or heed. 

They have suffered many a day. 

Now their griefs have passed away. 

God will change their aching sadness 

into ever-springing gladness. 
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Ancient Christian Greeting 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  and the love of God and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Blessed Lord Jesus, to save mankind You were born in a lowly 

manger, even though You are the mighty, eternal God and King.  We 

praise You for humbling Yourself in this way for us sinners.  As we 

celebrate Your birth, awaken in us a new sense of marvel over Your 

love, a greater appreciation for Your forgiveness, and a new zeal for 

humility like Yours. 

C: We ask it of You because You are our Savior from sin, 

and with the Father and the Holy Spirit, You are one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Introduction 
P: The prophet Isaiah is known as the evangelist of the Old Testament, the 

fifth Gospel along with Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  In his 66-

chapter book Isaiah heralds the coming of the Christ with a number 

astounding promises from God.  Isaiah wasn’t the first prophet to point 

people to Christ.  God announced the coming of a Savior as soon as He 

called the first humans to repent for their rebellion against Him.  Since 

the beginning of time God repeatedly appointed plenty of prophets to 

strengthen His believers by reminding them of their Savior’s coming.  

The descriptions that God revealed through His prophets would help 

His people recognize the Savior when He came. 

Tonight’s service blends passages from the book of Isaiah with the 

accounts of Christ’s birth so that we can celebrate Christmas through 

Isaiah’s eyes.  May these portions of Holy Scripture enhance our 

picture of Christ and His saving work! 

 

Recitation from Isaiah Isaiah 52:7 

C: How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who 
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bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say 
to Zion, “Your God reigns!”  

 

Carol Hymn #35* (stanzas 3,4)  {*= requested favorite} 

3.  This is He whom heav’n taught singers 

sang of old with one accord; 

whom the Scriptures of the prophets 

promised in their faithful word. 

Now He shines, the long expected; 

let creation praise its Lord  

evermore and evermore. 

4. Let the heights of heav’n adore Him, 

angel hosts His praises sing, 

pow’rs, dominions bow before Him 

and extol our God and King. 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, 

ev’ry voice in concert ring  

evermore and evermore. 

 
Part 1: We Need a Savior 

 

How God Sees It Isaiah 1:2-28 (selected) 

Listen, O earth!  For the LORD has spoken: “I reared children 

and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me.  The ox 

knows his master, the donkey his owner’s manger, but my 

people do not understand.”  Ah, people loaded with guilt, 

evildoers, children given to corruption!  They have spurned the 

Holy One and turned their backs on him.  Why do you persist in 

rebellion?  Hear the word of the LORD!  “The multitude of your 

sacrifices—what are they to me?” says the LORD.  “I have more 

than enough of burnt offerings; I have no pleasure in the blood 

of bulls and lambs and goats.  When you appear before me, stop 

bringing meaningless offerings!  When you spread out your 
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hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you offer 

many prayers, I will not listen.  Take your evil deeds out of my 

sight!  Stop doing wrong, learn to do right!  Seek justice, 

encourage the oppressed.  Defend the cause of the fatherless, 

plead the case of the widow.   “Come now, let us reason 

together,” says the LORD.  “Though your sins are like scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, 

they shall be like wool.”  [My people] will be redeemed with 

justice, [my] penitent ones with righteousness.  But those who 

forsake the LORD will perish. 

 
Hymn Response  #378 (stanzas 1,4) 

1. All mankind fell in Adam’s fall; 

one common sin infects us all. 

From one to all the curse descends, 

and over all God’s wrath impends. 

4. But Christ, the second Adam, came 

to bear our sin and woe and shame, 

to be our life, our light, our way, 

our only hope, our only stay. 

 
Part 2: The Savior We Need is Almost Here 

 

Christmas Gospel Matthew 1:18-21 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 

Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they 

came together, she was found to be with child through the 

Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man 

and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 

mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he had considered this, 

an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
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your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
 

Recitation from Isaiah Isaiah 53:6 

C: We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has 

turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 

 

Carol Hymn #46* (stanzas 1,3) 

1. Your little ones, dear Lord, are we 

and come Your lowly bed to see. 

Enlighten every soul and mind 

that we the way to You may find. 

3. Oh, draw us wholly to You, Lord, 

and to us all Your grace accord. 

True faith and love to us impart 

that we may hold You in our heart. 
 

Christmas Gospel Matthew 1:22-25 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel” [Isaiah 7:14]—
which means, “God with us.”  When Joseph woke up, he did 

what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 

Mary home as his wife.  But he had no union with her until 

she gave birth to a son.  And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 

Recitation from Isaiah Isaiah 43:25, 44:22 

C: “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, 
for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.  
I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your 
sins like the morning mist.  Return to me, for I have 
redeemed you.” 
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Carol    Hymn #53* (stanzas 3,4) 

3. Oh, then rejoice that through His Son 

God is with sinners now at one; 

made like yourselves of flesh and blood, 

your Brother is th’eternal God. 

4. What harm can sin and death then do? 

The true God now abides with you. 

Let hell and Satan storm and rave, 

Christ is your Brother—you are safe. 

 
Part 3: The Savior Arrives 

 

Christmas Eve Gospel Luke 2:1-5 
1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first 

census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 
3And everyone went to his own town to register. 4So Joseph 

also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house 

and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who 

was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  

 
Recitations from Isaiah 

C: I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my 
faithful love promised to David (Isaiah 55:3). 

P: A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will 

bear fruit (Isaiah 11:1). 

C: He will reign on David’s throne and over his 
kingdom…  The zeal of the LORD Almighty will 
accomplish this (Isaiah 9:7). 

 
Carol Hymn #47 (stanzas 1,2,5) 
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1. Behold, a Branch is growing  

of loveliest form and grace, 

as prophets sang, foreknowing;  

it springs from Jesse’s race 

and bears one little flow’r 

in midst of coldest winter,  

at deepest midnight hour. 

2. Isaiah had foretold it  

in words of promise sure, 

and Mary’s arms enfold it,  

a virgin meek and pure. 

Through God’s eternal will 

this Child to her is given  

at midnight calm and still. 

5. O Savior, Child of Mary,  

who felt our human woes, 

O Savior, King of glory,  

who conquered all our foes, 

bring us at last, we pray, 

to the bright courts of heaven  

and to the endless day. 

 
Christmas Eve Gospel Luke 2:6-7 
6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 
7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him 

in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 

room for them in the inn. 

 
Recitation from Isaiah  Isaiah 9:6 

C: To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be 
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called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
Carol Away in a Manger* (stanza 1) 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the heavens looked down where He lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

 
Christmas Eve Gospel Luke 2:8-12 
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 

keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will 

be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior 

has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12This will be a 

sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 

in a manger.” 

 
Recitation from Isaiah Isaiah 53:2 

C: He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him. 
 
Carol Hymn #38* (stanza 5) 

5. These are the signs which you shall mark: 

the swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid 

by whom the heav’ns and earth were made. 

 
Christmas Eve Gospel Luke 2:13-16 
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13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 

with the angel, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in 

the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor 

rests.”  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 

about.” 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the Baby, who was lying in the manger. 

 

 

Recitation from Isaiah Isaiah 60:1 

C: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of 
the Lord rises upon you. 

 

Carol Hymn #63* (stanzas 1,3) 

1. Angels we have heard on high,  

sweetly singing o’er the plains. 

And the mountains in reply  

echoing their joyous strains: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see  

Him whose birth the angels sing. 

Come, adore on bended knee  

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Christmas Eve Gospel Luke 2:17-20 
17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 

what had been told them about this Child, 18and all who heard 

it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary 

treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
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the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 

had been told. 
 

Recitation from Isaiah Isaiah 42:10-12 (selected) 

C: Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise from the 
ends of the earth.  Let the people give glory to the 
Lord and proclaim his praise. 

 

Carol Hymn #51* (stanzas 1,4,5) 

1. I am so glad when Christmas comes, 

the night of Jesus’ birth,  

when Bethl’hem’s star shone as the sun,  

and angels sang on earth. 

4. I, too, shall sing my Savior’s praise, 

my joy, my crown, my Lord, 

for He has made me His own child  

by water and the Word. 

5. And so I love each Christmas Eve,  

and I love Jesus, too. 

And that He loves me every day  

I know so well is true. 

 
Christmas Eve Epistle and Sermon Titus 2:11-14 
11The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 

men. 12It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly 

passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 

this present age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope—the 

glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
14who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness 

and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own, eager 

to do what is good. 
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Count the Christmas Connections 

 
Carol Hymn #54* (stanzas 1,2,3) 

1. Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word, 

I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred; 

but there is room and welcome there for me, 

but there is room and welcome there for me. 

2. In that unlikely place I find him as they said: 

sweet newborn Babe, how frail!  and in a manger bed, 

a still, small voice to cry one day for me, 

a still, small voice to cry one day for me. 

3. How should I not have known Isaiah would be there, 

his prophecies fulfilled?  With pounding heart I stare: 

a child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me, 

a child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me. 
 

Festival of Light 
 

Christmas Prayer 
Pastor:  Dear Savior, our Eternal King, born in a humble manger, 

tonight we saw Your marvelous love in action when You came to 

earth to do what was impossible for us to ever do: live a perfect life 

to fulfill the Father’s holy expectations of us, and to die on the cross 

to make complete payment for our sins.  We praise You who rose 

from the dead and rules eternally for our good.   Savior, since You 

have restored the broken relationship between us and our Holy 

Creator, we may now pray confidently to Him with the words You 

taught us. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread,    
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And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us,  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Carol #60* (stanzas 1,3,6) 

1.  Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon Virgin, mother and Child. 

Holy Infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace.  Sleep in heavenly peace. 

3.  Silent night!  Holy night! 

Son of God, Love’s pure light 

Radiant, beams from Thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth,  Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 

6.  Silent night!  Holy night! 

Grants us grace, from sin’s plight; 

Stills God’s wrath as was foretold 

By His prophets in days of old. 

Peace, good will to all.  Peace, good will to all! 
 

Blessing 

P: People of God, go in peace , the peace of Christ which the world 

cannot give.  Because of Jesus  God is with you forever.  People of 

God, go with joy.  Tell everyone what you have seen and heard.  

Declare the good news: Christ the Savior is born! 

C: Amen.  In the peace and joy of Christ we go.  We will 

tell what we know.  Glory to God in the highest! 
 

Closing Carol #62* (stanzas 1,3) 
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1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King. 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

and heav’n and nature sing. 

3. No more let sin and sorrow grow 

nor thorns infest the ground. 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

far as the curse is found. 
 

May the news that “Jesus was born to be your Savior from sin” 
give you greater, longer-lasting joy than anything else.  God bless 
you abundantly this Christmas. 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE  Many Christians like to close the year with the 
Word and with Holy Communion.  We are invited to do so at our 
sister church, Trinity Lincoln on County Road 17, just E of Hwy 63.  
The service starts at 7:30 P.M.  Pastor Cordes leads the service this 
year while Pastor Reich is away. 
 
 
 
 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 
December 24, 2021 

 

Minister: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Joyce Zillgitt                     Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for December:  Kathleen Burfeind, Bonnie Fuhrman, Phyllis Thiel 
Christmas Eve: (7:00 PM) B. & B. Fuhrman, Judy Lortscher, & Kathy Burfeind 
Christmas Day: (10:00) Al & Miriam Holtan 
Next week’s ushers: (8:00) Jim & Marcia Sprout; (10:30) Jeff & Ruth Lee 
Teachers in our LES 
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK-4 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. 1-2 Mrs. Donna Kronebusch, PK-3 
Sunday School Teachers     Dawn Balow, Jennifer Ellison, Kristi Gross, Seth 
Harteneck, Brittany Huneke, Marcus Huneke 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY  The Bible says so much about what Jesus’ birth 
means that we have another special service tomorrow at 10:00 
A.M.  Attending Christmas Day worship is a great way to be like 
Mary, who treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. 
 


